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often-attempted species of Biography: the clearest details are given in the fewest words; we have sketches of s trail go men and strange countries, of wars, adventures, negotiations, in a style which, for graphic brevity, rivals that of Sallust. It is a line-engraving, on a reduced scale, of that Swede and his mad life; without colours, yet not without the fore-shortenings and perspective observances, nay not altogether without the deeper harmonies, which belong to a true Picture. In respect of composition, whatever may be said of its accuracy or worth otherwise, we cannot but reckon it greatly the best of Voltaire's Histories.
In his other prose works, in his Novels, and innumerable Essays and fugitive pieces, Jhe same clearness of order, the same rapid precision of view, again forms a distinguishing merit. His Zadigs and Bdboucs and Candides, which, considered as products of imagination perhaps rank higher with foreigners than any of his professedly poetical performances, are instinct with this sort of intellectual life: the sharpest glances, though from an oblique point of sight, into at least the surface of human life, into the old familiar world of business; which truly, from his oblique station, looks oblique enough, and yields store of ridiculous combinations. Tlio "Wit, manifested chiefly in these and the like performances, but ever flowing, unless purposely restrained, iu boundless abundance from Voltaire's mind, has boon often and duly celebrated. It lay deep-rooted in his nature; the inevitable produce of such an understanding with such a character, and was from the first likely, as it actually proved in the latter period of his life, to become the main dialect in which he spoke and even thought. Doing all justice to the inexhaustible readiness, the quick force, the polished acute-ness of Voltaire's Wit, we may remark, at the same time, that it was nowise the highest species of employment foi
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